
1www.safaids.net Knowledge for action:The Power To Make A Difference

NEWSLEttEReAlert SAfAIDS  
Issue 2: 19th - 25th February 2017



2 SAfAIDSALERTWEEKLY NEWSLETTER www.safaids.net 

from the media desk
Another exciting week has come and gone for the SAfAIDS family and its 
partners. In this week’s edition, we bring you what one of our Women as 
Protectors member is doing in Lesotho at community level. Swaziland had a 
Village to Village community dialogue, mobilising people for Health Testing 
Services (HTS) services as SAfAIDS and its partners contribute to the target 
of having 90% of People Living with HIV knowing their status by 2020. The 
Young4Real programme joined hands with Ster Kinekor in Zimbabwe as 
they were saying Less Sugar - More Life during the exit weekend. 

Happy Reading of the second issue. Till Next Week…
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from the executive director’s desk 
The SAfAIDS Executive Director, Mrs 
Lois Chingandu was part of the Irish 
Aid partners who were invited to South 
Africa for the outlining and clarification 
of the proposed Embassy’s five year 
strategy. SAfAIDS values the support 
it continues to receive from the Irish 
Embassy amongst its other esteemed 
funding partners. Contributing to the 
Embassy’s Strategy ensures that our 
work is in tandem with our partners’ 
areas of intervention as the consultative 
process facilitates cross-learning and 
cross-sharing. The two-day forum was 
guided by Irish Aid and its partners’ 
mutual commitment towards social 
justice with a particular focus on 
gender equality and its intersections 
with gender-based violence, HIV, and 
sexualities. 
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Takunda Support Group is made up of 11 
widows of Mr Chipirosi, a late polygamous 
man from the Marange community. The 
women are living positively with HIV. Death 
did unjust to their sweet marriage and a 
dark cloud hovered over their loneliness as 
they began a new rough journey without 
their bread winner. As fate would have it, 
the estate of their husband was shared 
among relatives following the death of 
their husband. This left them in a precarious 
position as they could not meet basic needs 
of their 38 children who were left behind 
by an industrious peasant farmer. “We 
watched hopelessly as the estate was being 
shared amongst his relatives,” said one of 
the widows, with tears trickling down her 
cheeks. Their plight was worsened after one 
of the widows had an affair with a church 
member, leading to the birth of an albino 
child. This led to some of the women in their 
church to advocate for their banishment 
from the Johanne Marange Apostolic church. 

The Integrated Response to HIV and GBV 
Prevention through Community Resilience 
Building in Zimbabwe project came to 
their rescue. This Irish-Aid funded project 
which is supported by SAfAIDS came at 
a time when we were almost thinking of 
packing our belongings and leave behind 
our vulnerable children”, one of the women 
enthused. 

The project, through trained HIV and GBV 
prevention Champions, discovered the 
painful life the young widows were going 
through. They were mobilised and went 
through Income Saving and Lending 
(ISAL) training. “Takabetserwa zvakanyanya 
chokwadi panyaya yezvemukando”, ( we 
benefitted so much in terms of running a 
viable income savings and lending project). 
“Ichokwadi kuti tine HIV asi taizviziwa kuti 
tikabetserwa taizorarama nemhuri dzedu” 
(Even though we are living with HIV, we 
knew that if we get help, we would lead 
healthy lives with our families), said one of 
the widows enthusiastically.

With further support (ideas and words 
of encouragement) from the project, the 
widows embarked on ISAL project in 2016 
after getting money from a collective 
manual field work. Each woman contributed 
$10.00 towards their ISAL project and the 
savings portfolio grew every month as 
each member borrowed the money and 
repaid with 10% interest. The model made 
their income saving increase to the extent 
that they ventured into buying and selling, 
market gardening and poultry rearing. 
Through the businesses, the widows are 
now able to send 12 of their children (nine 
girls and three boys) to school, buy food, 

             Takunda Support Group members.

Resilience and sheer determination 
catapult widows to entrepreneurship 
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clothing and agricultural inputs. Seven of 
the children 4 girls and 3 boys completed 
O’ level with good grades. The widows are 
now role models to other Apostolic church 
widows as they keep on working harder and 
taking care of their families despite being 
left behind with virtually nothing except 
utensils, blankets and few bags of millet. 

Life has changed as their capacity to meet 
basic needs has improved. Those that used 
to look down upon them now emulate the 
kind of resilience that they demonstrated. 
The widows are grateful to the project for 
building their resilience to HIV and GBV 
issues.
          

Some of the orphaned and vulnerable children 
who are benefiting from the projects 

One of the women feeds her traditional chickens. The late Mr Chipirosi’s third widow at her garden.

“We benefitted 
so much in terms
of running a viable 
income savings 
and lending.”

(Even though we are living with 
HIV, we knew that if we get help, we 
would lead healthy lives with our 
families). Said one of the widows
 enthusiastically.
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By Memory Nhema
IIn an effort to reach young people with 
critical information pertaining to their 
Sexual Reproductive Health and Rights, 
SAfAIDS partnered with Ster Kinekor during 
the Exit weekend to host a Young4Real, 
Make the Right Choices Campaign during 
the weekend’s Movie Marathon, which 
attracted young people from the Western 
suburbs of Harare. Running under the theme, 
‘’Young4Real, Make the Right Choices’’, the 
campaign was characterised by pomp and 
funfair, but at the same time giving critical 
information in an edutainment way, thereby 
grabbing the interest and attention of the 
target audience.  

SAfAIDS saw the Exit weekend as an 
opportunity to reach and engage with 
the suburban youths who often do not 
access SRH  (Sexual Reproductive Health) 
information and services. Key services 
that were on offer that excited young 
people were SRHR, HIV Information, Health 
checks, Blesser/Blessee Discussion, Health 
Talks, Counselling services and referrals. 
Edutainment was in the form of dance 

SAfAIDS Launches a Young 4Real Make
The Right Choices Campaign

classes, an instant print out photo booth 
with key SRHR messages and live stage 
music and performances. 

The Campaign resulted in 39 young 
people being tested for HIV, with one 
person testing positive and being referred 
for after testing services. Key issues that 
young people wanted to know more about 
included the right age to start dating and 
managing relationships.

Young people accessing information at the SAfAIDS stand (above and below) take turns at the fun and friendly photo booth reccently!

What is the right age to start dating?

(SAfAIDS) Junior Programme programme officer Charmaine Picardo 
engaging in a discussion with a young person at the recently held
Young4Real Campaign

SAfAIDS Executive Director, Lois Chingandu was 
impressed by how young people embraced the 
services and promised more campaigns of this 
nature in Zimbabwe and other countries where 
SAfAIDS implements its programmes.  
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My name is Mamotake Rampo from Lesotho 
in Berea District. I am a Women as Protectors 
(WaSP) member in my community. l advocate 
for social change and peace in the homes 
through conducting awareness sessions 
on Gender Based Violence (GBV), Sexual 
Reproductive Health (SRH) and HIV/TB 
related information for women and girls. I 
now subscribe to the notion that if we work 
together as women, we succeed in doing 
away with the deeply rooted inequalities and 
social norms that perpetuate men’s control 
and power over us. There is need to reinforce 
intolerance of violence against women and 
girls to curb HIV transmission and promote 
gender equity.
 
I remember helping one of the mothers in 
my community who was a victim of GBV. 
Her husband disappeared for more than 
two years and came back home without 
any regrets. He wanted life to continue as 
normal despite the fact that he had turned 
his back on his family and not supported 
his wife in any way. Add to that the risk of 
bringing HIV to the home. Yet the wife was 
expected to welcome him with open arms.

the wife first approached LCBC (SAfAIDS 
partner organisation) and the couple were 
called in for counselling. The husband 
pretended to have listened but changed his 
mind as soon as they got home. She then 
decided to take her case to the village chief, 
to no avail.

SAfAIDS together with its partner LCBC called 
in for a community dialogue where the Victim 
Friendly Unit (police officers) were invited to 

Young people accessing information at the SAfAIDS stand (above and below) take turns at the fun and friendly photo booth reccently!

explain more on the Domestic Violence Act 
and how to report such cases. The sessions 
enlightened most people including the wife 
who had problems with her husband. She 
knew exactly where to report and how to 
report her case.  She is now happy to bear 
testimony that they are now living together 
peacefully and sharing responsibilities as 
husband and wife.

The Men as Protectors (MasP) and WasP Speak 
Out dialogues work well in my community in 
addressing gender attitudes and behaviours 
as well as promoting access to HIV testing and 
health care services.

Women as Protectors member share her 
success story in promoting gender equity.

Women as Protectors (WaSP) member in her district, 
Mamotake Rampo from Lesotho in Berea District. 
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In an effort to contribute towards the 2020 
target of having 90% people living with 
HIV knowing their status by 2020, SAfAIDS 
and Khulisa Umftwana successfully held 
a Village2Village dialogue in Swaziland 
on 22nd February 2017 under its Rock 
Leadership 90 programme . With massive 
support from the community traditional 
leadership, villagers thronged the dialogue 
to receive HIV information and services 
which were brought to their community. 
Indvuna Babe Simelane, a village head, 
articulately outlined the Rock Leadership 90 

programme for the community members at 
Mjikijelweni village in Swaziland, explaining 
the linkage of the Rock Leadership 90 
programme to the 2020 vision of having 
90% of all people living with HIV  knowing 
their HIV status, 90% of those tested HIV 
positive initiated on ART and 90% of the 
people on ART reporting viral suppression. 
The Indvuna explained to his community 
how Gender Based Violence (GBV) links 
to HIV and encouraged men to dwell with 
wives as their partners, free from abuse.  

SAfAIDS and Khulisa Umftwana Mobilise 
people for HIV Testing Services

SAfAIDS staff pose for a photo to Mjikelweni village head (sec from left) and his counselor (second 
from right) in Swaziland recently 
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Through utilising edutaining ways of 
disseminating information, SAfAIDS roped 
in drama, which saw Kwasa Longali drama 
group edutaining  the 80 participants 
present at the dialogue through a play that 
showed how violence perpetrated by men 
can result in women defaulting on ART. 
Community members were able to extract 
key issues from the performance, like the 
role of men in mobilising fellow men for HTS, 
treatment adherence and its importance. 

In the dialogue discussions all three break 
away groups of men, women and young 
people, reported that people default their 
treatment due to false assessments of 
health based on physical outlook as well 
as the stigma attached to collecting ARVs. 
They all committed to ensuring that this 
habit is stopped in their community.  PSI was 
present to provide testing; with a number 
of community members undergoing HIV 
testing. 

 Kwasa Longali Drama group providing edutainment

Babe Simelane proved his worth as a Fast Track Champion (FTC) by urging men to 
get tested in his closing remarks. He reminded them that there is no such thing as a 
shared HIV test result, stressing that a man cannot claim his wife’s HIV result as his. 
He went on to explain about discordant couples, again reminding men to desist from 
violence against their wives, as they become the killers not HIV.

Every man must get tested for himself, the HIV 
status of your wife is not yours.
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USAID’s partner, SAfAIDS, work with
local taxi bus drivers to make public
transport safer for young women

“I witness all forms of abuse that is perpetrated on       
      adolescent girls and young women by rank marshals 

            and crews, with some girls even lured into illicit 
            relationships in exchange of a few dollars.”

 

At the local bus station, drivers and conductors of buses 
and taxis often use vulgar and take advantage of young 
women. To help improve the safety for young women 
who depend on this form of transport to get to and 
from school USAID’s partner, SAfAIDS is training Male 
Mobilizers to engage with their peers. 

Mkhokheli Khumalo, a minibus conductor, learned from 
the SAfAIDS DREAMS Male Mobilizers workshop to change 

his behavior and motivate others to make the bus station and 
taxis safer for young women who often face physical    

and sexual abuse by bus drivers and conductors. 

As a Male Mobilizer, Mkhokeli’s role is to engage men, especially those that are having sexual relationships with 
girls and young women, through convincing them to stop indulging in sexual relationships with them, thereby 
making the environment safe for adolescent girls and young women. 

Mkhokeli is one of the 60 Male Mobilizers trained by SAfAIDS, and together with his colleagues will reach 
at least 15,000 men to improve the safety for adolescent girls and young women.They will together set up 
fatherhood clubs where the 15 000 men will adopt healthier lifestyles and promote positive fatherhood values 
which include protecting adolescent girls and young women from sexual abuse. Since Mkhokeli became a Male 
Mobilizer after receiving training from SAfAIDS, he has been a beacon of hope as the community could see an 
almost instant change in how he treats adolescent girls and young women.  Mkhokheli proudly speaks of the 
difference he is making. “I witness all forms of abuse that is perpetrated on adolescent girls and young women 
by rank marshals and crews, with some girls even lured into illicit relationships in exchange of a few dollars. I am 
now engaging my colleagues to stop this abuse and I am happy to say that those I have had discussions with 
have stopped.”

Through his commitment, Mkhokeli now has links with schools where he serves as a whistle blower whenever 
he sees in-school adolescent girls misbehaving or being abused. He calls the schools, who will swiftly come to 
the rescue of the young girls by sending school rescue teams to collect the girls and take them back to school
or home. 

SAfAIDS and the DREAMS Program is supported with funding from The United States President’s Emergency 
Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR) through USAID.

Mkholeli Khumalo, SAfAIDS DREAMS Male
    Mobiliser at the Bulawayo District Bus Station
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USAID’s partner, SAfAIDS, work with
local taxi bus drivers to make public
transport safer for young women

Zimbabwe - USAID PEPFAR funded DREAMS programme, OOS training Zambia, Sweden funded outreach programme

Swaziland - UNAIDS funded Rock 90 Traditional Leadership Indaba Zimbabwe - SWEDEN funded CTRF, Nyanga District Trainings 

Swaziland - Mjikijelweni Rock Leadership 90, village to village dialogue 
conducted by Khulisa Umftwana and SAfAIDS

Zambia - UNAIDS funded Rock 90 Traditional Traditional Leadership Indaba

South Africa - Irish Aid South Africa conducted Inter-generational 
relationships dialogue in Majakaneng High School

Photo Collections from the Regional Programme Activities

Zimbabwe -Asikhulume, Ngatitaure, Let’s program. This is an EU funded 
programme focusing on strengthening CSO
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SAfAIDS Latest Publications...

With support and funding from SWEDEN, SAfAIDS published the following 
materials for the Changing The River’s Flow For Youth Programme (CTRF4YP).

http://bit.ly/2lKAG4d

http://bit.ly/2ltS5eOhttp://bit.ly/2mkvb8D

http://bit.ly/2ltHX5N

http://bit.ly/2lKzFc0

Click links below to view 
actual PDF Publication

http://bit.ly/2lKzFc0

http://bit.ly/2lKzFc0

http://bit.ly/2lKzFc0 http://bit.ly/2lKzFc0

http://bit.ly/2lKzFc0
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SAfAIDS Regional Office: 
17 Beveridge Road, Avondale, Harare, Zimbabwe. 

Tel: +263 4 336 193/4, 307 898, Email: reg@safaids.net. 

Country Office - South Africa: 
Domus Building, Office 102, 57 Kasteel Road,  Lynnwood Glen Pretoria,0081, South Africa. 

Tel: +27 12 361-0889  

Country Office - Swaziland: 
First Floor, Lamvelase Building, Cnr. Sandlane/Nkoseluhlaza Street, Manzini, Swaziland. 

Tel: +268 505 3140, Email: safaidssz@safaids.net.  
Country Office - Zambia: 

Plot 4 Lukasu Road,Rhodespark, Lusaka.
 Tel: +260 211 257652, Fax: +260 211 257 609 Email: safaids@iconnect.zm

Website: www.safaids.net

www.safaids.net

Follow us:


