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editorial

Tariro

from the  media  desk
This week we feature SAfAIDS Youth for Gender Transformation (Y4GT) 
members who are witnessing transformation at both personal and 
community levels as a result of their interventions. Our star of the week 
is Judah Chiruka, who hails from a very strict apostolic community 
but has made his mark through introducing gender transformation 
initiatives which are bearing fruits. SAfAIDS Zambia used a bash to 
reach adolescents with HIV Testing Services (HTS) as well as providing 
them with Sexual Reproductive Health (SRH) information. Our photo 
gallery is from the Youth for Gender Transformation camp.

Happy Reading! 
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Knowledge for action: 
The power to make a difference

My name is Thelma Charenga, an upper six Arts student 
at Chiredzi Christian College. I am a Youth for Gender 
Transformation Programme (Y4GT) member. Growing 
up, I experienced cultural practices that are harmful to 
adolescent boys and girls. As a member of the Komba 
culture, I witnessed my cousin being forced to go for 
cultural initiation. 12 to 14 year old boys and girls are 
taken into the deep ends of the jungle to be prepared for 
adulthood. During this time, they go through virginity 
testing and are taught how to please men and women in 
the bedroom. My mother did not want us to go through 
this process, leading us to relocate to Chiredzi Town.
 
Being a member of the Y4GT ignited in me the strength 
to empower other young girls and boys as I could see that 
they were now trying to practice what they would have 
been taught during their initiation. Early sexual debut was 
being fueled by what they had been taught, and this was 
my opportunity to transform my fellow colleagues. I am 
proud to say that I have witnessed total transformation 
from my peers due to my efforts. 
 
On a personal level, the programme also transformed me. I 
stopped bullying other students especially the form ones. 
I used to be self-centered and nothing ever mattered to 
me. The programme has elevated me to consider my other 
peers feelings and also respect their  opinions.
 
As young people, we cannot make change in a day. It 
takes weeks, months or even more to transform the whole 
community and the country at large. I am playing my role, 
others can too!

Dete rmined to transform others too!
- Thelma Charenga
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I would like to tell you my “l story” as a Youth 
for Gender Transformation Club Facilitator 
(Y4GT). When l was sixteen last year (2016), 
l was chosen by my guide and counselling 
teacher to join the Y4GT club. This was because 
l always stand out as an ambitious and 
innovative young leader who is consistent in 
standing for the rights of women.

I grew up in an apostolic sector community 
where most people are looked down upon 
and often end up failing to achieve their life 
goals. I took it upon me to empower young 
girls and women to realize their right to 
education and to delay marriages as much as 
they can. I believe women should also partake 
in economic initiatives which empower them 
to be financially and socially independent. It 
was quite unfortunate that my older sisters 
got married early without completing their 
secondary education because they believed 
marriage was the panacea to their destiny. My 
parents also thought if my sisters got married 
they can live a better life. Because of the 
Irish Aid programme, I realized marriage for 
girls and women is not an escape route from 
poverty.

Being a Y4GT facilitator is quite beneficial 
and interesting. I spend much of my time 
listening to issues affecting both young 
boys and girls. Some of these issues are 
debatable, hence making me a star in debate 
competitions. I faced a lot of criticism as a 
facilitator especially from boys. 

Advocating for gender 
transformation resulted 
in me being given names like 
’semi-boy’ meaning l am not 
fully created as a boy.
This did not deter me. I am proud that I 
am emerging as a true advocate in my 
community which is so religious and is not 
open to women empowerment. I see light in 
the future. Total transformation is possible. 

Stepping up for women and girls to achieve 
gender equality! - Judah Chiruka-Mafararikwa High school
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Most young people in Zambia’s Chipata 
compound of Lusaka district did not have 
information on HIV Testing and counselling 
services and its importance. The few that 
had the information did not see the need 
to seek the services as they did not see the 
benefit despite them being sexually active. 
This put them at risk of HV infection and also 
unknowingly infecting others in the event 
that they were HIV positive. . 

The Sustainable Communities of Real 
Excellence (SCORE) programme brought 
by SAfAIDS Zambia  has been a face saver. 
It has educated children and adolescents 
in the Chipata  area   through a community 
outreach using a bash by inviting a popular 
artist, hence  attracting many young people. 
I can testify that the information shared by 
the peers at the bash has positively changed 
our view towards HIV testing and counselling 
services. We now know the importance of 
knowing one’s HIV status and the importance 
of adherence to treatment.

This street bash was very valuable to us as it 
brought services that are rarely found within 
our proximity and convenience.

  Street bashes are an important platform to 
equip adolescents and young people with 
accurate life- saving knowledge, skills and 
attitudes to enable us to make healthier 
choices regarding our sexuality.

Conducting referrals at the event was another 
key important component of the community 
outreach activities and the use of YPISA,  as 
a referral mechanism at the bash increased 
uptake of adolescent gender sensitive SRH and 
HIV prevention and treatment services.

Stepping up for women and girls to achieve 
gender equality! - Judah Chiruka-Mafararikwa High school

SAfAIDS bashes: Fun with a message
- Bwalya Tembo
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In an effort to bring young people together, 
SAfAIDS conducted a Youth for Gender 
Transformation (Y4GT) club youth camp 
under the Integrated Approach to HIV 
and Gender Based Violence (Irish Aid 
Zimbabwe) programme at Mbizi Game 
Lodge in Harare. Thirty young people were 
drawn from SAfAIDS partners Bekezela, 
Ndaiziva, DOMCCP, FACT Chiredzi and 
Betserenai. The Youth camp, a first of its kind, 
brought together young people and put 
them in a confined space were they where 
comfortable to share their views on issues 
pertaining to their sexual and reproductive 
health concerns. Team building exercises 
were used as a way of breaking the ice and 
promote bonding amongst adolescents who 
were coming from different cultural and 
religious backgrounds. 

The conducive environment enabled 
the young people to openly share their 
experiences without fear of being judged. 
There was no experience which was 
regarded as sacred as the adolescents saw 
the opportunity to share and learn from 
each other through their lived experiences.   

Young people were given platforms to 
share their gender transformative stories 
as facilitators for the Y4GT clubs at their 

schools. Youths were so eager to share their 
success stories, with others bringing out 
interesting religious and cultural practices 
and beliefs from within their communities. 

Of particular interest was the Komba culture 
widely practised in some deep parts of 
Chiredzi district called the Save area. The 
Komba culture initiates young boys and girls 
into manhood and womanhood respectively. 
Young people leave the initiation with the 
confidence and too much knowledge on 
how to please a woman/man, leading some 
of them to experiment what they would 
have learnt, resulting in most young girls 
marrying early.

SAfAIDS used the opportunity to address 
gender norms and HIV issues with the young 
people. It also used the opportunity to 
strengthen the advocacy and activism skills 
of the Y4GT club facilitators.

Creating a vibe for young people, youth 
camp at Mbizi game Lodge.

Youths telling their stories from their Y4GT clubs

Youths circle at a bonfire in the evening
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Youths circle at a bonfire in the evening

Creating my own sphere of influence

A wise man once said all beautiful things 
come at a certain time. My story is simple 
but interesting to me because l got the 
opportunity l ever dreamt of. One day Mrs 
Mukwena one of our school guide and 
counselling teacher asked me if l wanted 
to join the Youth for Gender Transformative 
Club (Y4GT).  ‘’Am l going to be a facilitator’’, 
that was the only question l asked her, and 
after she confirmed in the affirmative, l 
joined with excitement. 

After we had several lessons on gender 
norms and HIV, my life changed dramatically. 
I began to see things differently. I now had 
the resolve to lead my peers in leading 
positive lives. We all know that school 
children are often difficult to convince on 
social issues especially if you are their peer. 
The advocacy and activism skills I was taught 
enabled me to overcome this challenge. 
Nowadays, I do not call for a meeting 
because my peers would have already 
reminded me. 

I always remind my peers 
not to succumb to peer 
pressure and instil a spirit 
of assertiveness in them. It 
is always my dream to bring 
change to my peers to ensure 
that both men and women 
are appreciated equally. I 
envisage to see an era where 
women can be at par with 
men without amplifying their 
voices to be heard.

Michelle Pfende upper 6 @ Chiredzi Christian college.counselling



8 SAfAIDSALERTWEEKLYNEWSLETTER www.safaids.net 

Youth  Camp 
Photo Gallery2017
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Zimbabwe - YPISA youth winners at the Y4R competitions held in Harare Zambia, Sweden funded youth outreach programme, IEC exhibition

Zimbabwe - Irish AID you camp all 5 Partners attended Bekezela, Betseranayi, 
DOMCCP, Ndaiziva Trust and FACT.

Zimbabwe - Our Exhibition at Zimbabwe International Trade Fair, Bulawayo

Zimbabwe - ZITF Youth Interview at our stand...
https://www.facebook.com/PositiveTalkTv/

Photo  Collections from the Regional Programme Activities

Zimbabwe - Tanyaradzwa Nyakatawa, at YPISA Youth competitions, Harare

Zambia  - SAfAIDS staff supporting a Y4R Disctrict event 
   
   

Zimbabwe, ZITF visitors at our stands collecting IEC information, Bulawayo
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Zimbabwe - Tanyaradzwa Nyakatawa, at YPISA Youth competitions, Harare

SAfAIDS  Latest Resources...
We have produced quite a number of the eAlert newsletters and if 
you want to recieve the past editions please kindly click link below
and request via email all our past editions of the SAfAIDSeAlert 
weekly newsletters.

SAfAIDSeAlertNewsletters

tariro@safaids.net
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SAfAIDS Regional Office: 
17 Beveridge Road, Avondale, Harare, Zimbabwe. 

Tel: +263 4 336 193/4, 307 898, Email: reg@safaids.net. 

Country Office - South Africa: 
Domus Building, Office 102, 57 Kasteel Road,  Lynnwood Glen Pretoria,0081, South Africa. 

Tel: +27 12 361-0889  

Country Office - Swaziland: 
First Floor, Lamvelase Building, Cnr. Sandlane/Nkoseluhlaza Street, Manzini, Swaziland. 

Tel: +268 505 3140, Email: safaidssz@safaids.net.  

Country Office - Zambia: 
Plot 4 Lukasu Road,Rhodespark, Lusaka.

 Tel: +260 211 257652, Fax: +260 211 257 609 Email: safaids@iconnect.zm

Website: www.safaids.net

www.safaids.netFollow us:


