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#IWD2017
#BeBoldForChange

from the  media  desk
As we continue celebrating women’s month, let us continue amplifying 
the voices of women in all spheres. This week we feature two of our YPUSA 
champions who have taken Musume Business Centre in Mberengwa by storm 
through an inspiring business initiative which is enabling them to pay school 
fees. We also feature two Young4Real (Y4R) facilitators from Zambia whose lives 
have been transformed by the project.

 Happy Reading &
 Happy Women’s Month!
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This week marked International Women’s Day. As much as it is a day to celebrate 
women, this day should provide us with an opportunity to take stock of what we are 
doing to advance the women’s cause. I believe that this is a day for change for every 
woman, especially if you are caught in a web of abuse. Being bold for change means 
standing up and refusing to be cowed down. I also call on men to value women, not 
just during this women’s month but every day of your lives. For us to achieve gender 
parity, let us continue our efforts to ensure women’s issues are not trivialized.

Let us also Demand that this day be made a holiday!
Happy Women’s Month
#IWD2017        #BeBoldForChange
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By Mutemba Gunemi  

Two YPISA champions who have taken 
Musume Business Centre in Mberengwa by 
storm say the move to embark on such a 
thriving business venture was necessitated 
by their need to advance their educational 
studies as well as create employment for 
orphaned and vulnerable children in the 
near future.

Speaking on the sidelines of a radio 
listening club interview, the two out-of-
school youths indicated that Betserenai 
equipped them with the relevant 
information, skills and income to start the 
viable business. Today, Constantine Chirasha 
and Tatenda Maidza are now eking a living 
through this income-generating project.
 

After getting guidance and financial 
assistance from Betserenai through the 
radio listening clubs, Chirasha and Maidza 
decided to open a restaurant at a local 
business centre in Mberengwa, and this has 
been on a growth path since then.

The business started off as a fresh-chip 
outlet where only fresh chips were 
prepared and served to diners, but now it 
has grown bigger as the pair now offer a 
wide array of food stuffs ranging from soft 
drinks, rice and sausage among others.

The two YPISA champions said they 
intended to pursue their studies using 
the proceeds from the restaurant. 

Defining my own destiny: 
Showing poverty the  red card

More soup please: Constantine Chirasha at work, roasting sausages   
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Currently, they are ready to register for 
June examinations, as funds in their 
coffers are enough to meet their school 
fees and exam registration requirements. 
Chirasha indicated  that in future they 
would consider employing orphans and 
vulnerable children so as to equip them 
with skills, while at the same time teaching 
them how to support themselves through 
this project. 

Many orphans and vulnerable children 
fail to further their education after their 
parents pass away because there is 
usually no one to offer a helping hand. 
The two are determined to impart 
knowledge, capacitate and strengthen 
other young people with life skills.  

Gabon sausages or Brazilian? The cook adding 
delicious  sausages in a customer’s plate.
  

Finish peeling,then I will fry them.  Division of labour and 
specialisation hogged the limelight for the success of the 
project

Some of the utensils in Chirasha and Maidza’s kitchen.
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My Name is Mulenga Chonzi a facilitator for one of SAfAIDS 
Young4Real clubs in Mutendere compound. Being party of the 

Y4R programme has greatly helped in the sense  that I have been 
provided with opportunities of not just undergoing training 

organised by  SAfAIDS but also other organisations that want to work 
with our Y4R club. 

This has made me gain more exposure and experience.

Young4Real has provided me and my club members with a good 
platform, where we as young people have been talking and sharing 

information about sensitive SRHR issues through the Young4Real 
facebook page and whatsapp group.

Mulenga Chonzi and her club members

SAfAIDS Young for Real (Y4R) 
transforming young people’s lives in Zambia

“

“
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My Name is Wiseman Mayaba a facilitator for one of SAFAIDS 
Young4Real clubs in Mazabuka district. Young4Real has helped me 
realize my Sexual and Reproductive Health Rights, thereby helping 

me and other young people in my community in accessing SRH 
services at local clinics 

Being part of this project has helped me gain courage and confidence to 
be able to stand in front of other young people and
 facilitate  on sexuality related topics without fear.

Wiseman conducting peer to peer 

“

“
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It was a hive of activity in Msengezi district 
recently when several married couples 
of varying age groups converged for 
voluntary HIV testing services, in pairs. 
The move was necessitated by the second 
training of trainers workshop organised by 
SAfAIDS in partnership with Chegutu Rural 
District Council.

The aim of the training is to establish 
groups of women and men who will take 
it upon themselves and commit to ending 
gender based violence (GBV) and child 
marriages as well as work towards reducing 
HIV infection and other negative and 
harmful practices that perpetuate abuse of 
women and girls in the community.

The couples, known as Men as Partners 
and Women as Partners, (MasP and 
WasP) unleashed their creativity and 
engaged in a number of  role plays, in 
which they showcased how they were 
going to use the community dialogue 
model when implementing the project 
in the communities. The MasP and WasP 
have committed to work tirelessly and 
champion the fight against GBV and 
other forms of abuse and inequality in the 
communities.  

As a show of commitment, one of the MasP 
facilitators who is also a village head of the 
Harunakazi community said:”Ini sasabhuku 
ndinofanira kuziva zvese zvirikuitika 

SAfAIDS programme coordinator-SCORE Lois Mushonga (far right) poses for a group photo with some of the 
WasP and MasP couples in Msengezi 

Strengthening the capacity of Men and Women as 
partners (MasP/WasP) in the fight against GBV
 and other forms of abuse in Musengezi community.
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Some of the groups engage in role plays
and gender based violence discussions.

munharaunda mangu, kana pane aroodza 
mwana mudiki kana kumbunyikidza, 
zvofanira kuzivikanwa.’’ (As a village head l 
should know what transpires in my village 
in case issues of child marriage or physical 
abuse within families prevails.) 

Both men and women showed 
commitment in an effort to address GBV, 
child marriages and other harmful cultural 
practises within their communities.

As a village head l should 
know what transpires 
in my village in case 
issues of child marriage 
or physical abuse within 
families prevails.
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Cultivating women and girls of quality in addressing 
gender norms and HIV- Ha Ntlama, Ha Monethi and
Ha Jane Peane community in Lesotho.

SAfAIDS under the SCORE programme 
is relentlessly working together with its 
partners, LCBC to address gender norms 
and HIV that infringe on women and 
children’s rights in Lesotho. The issues 
include child marriages, Gender Based 
Violence (GBV), drugs and alcohol abuse. 
A community dialogue was conducted 
at Ha Ntlama Ha Monethi and Ha Jane 
Peane, where 25 women and 25 girls 
attended. 

SAfAIDS representative Angelica Rampo 
used the dialogue to unpack Sexual 
Reproductive Health (SRH) issues and 

the linkages between GBV and HIV. 
She emphasised that gender inequality 
increases vulnerability of women and 
girls to HIV, which compromises the 
effectiveness of HIV prevention strategies 
and create barriers to effective HIV 
treatment and care. Empowerment of 
women and girls about their Sexual 
Reproductive Health and Rights (SRHR) 
was explained as a powerful tool to 
prevent sexual, physical, psychological 
and economical abuse.

Most women were impressed with the 
dialogue with one participant remarking: 

Participants during a GBV dialogue session
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“To be honest, we do experience Gender 
Based Violence in our homes, but cannot 
report my husband to the chief or to the 
courts on such issues, so this day has 
been an eye opener.”  

Participants noted that the dialogue has 
instilled confidence in them to ensure 
they eradicate any forms of abuse in their 
communities and families.  
.

“To be honest, we do 
experience Gender Based 
Violence in our homes, but 
cannot report my husband to 
the chief or to the courts 
on such issues, so this day has 
been an eye opener.”
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Zimbabwe - USAID PEPFAR funded DREAMS programme, IS youth training Zambia, Sweden funded outreach programme

Swaziland -  SAfAIDS joined the March against Stigma and Dicrimination, 
IWD day commemorations 

Zimbabwe - Situational analysis feedback meeting under the Partnership to 
Inspire, Transform and Connect the HIV response (PITCH) programme.

Lesotho - Participants during a GBV dialogue session Zimbabwe - International Women’s Day  commemoration street interviews 
 “ imagining a day without a woman, “

Zambia - Young4Real club member during an SRHR session

Photo Collections from the Regional Programme Activities

Zimbabwe -SCORE Programe - WasP and MasP couples in Msengezi 
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SAfAIDS Latest Publications...

With support and funding from IRISH AIDS, UNAIDS & SWEDEN, we 
published the following new materials for our programmes.

http://http://

Click links below to view the actual PDF Publication

http://bit.ly/2mCMGBwhttp://

http://
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SAfAIDS Regional Office: 
17 Beveridge Road, Avondale, Harare, Zimbabwe. 

Tel: +263 4 336 193/4, 307 898, Email: reg@safaids.net. 

Country Office - South Africa: 
Domus Building, Office 102, 57 Kasteel Road,  Lynnwood Glen Pretoria,0081, South Africa. 

Tel: +27 12 361-0889  

Country Office - Swaziland: 
First Floor, Lamvelase Building, Cnr. Sandlane/Nkoseluhlaza Street, Manzini, Swaziland. 

Tel: +268 505 3140, Email: safaidssz@safaids.net.  

Country Office - Zambia: 
Plot 4 Lukasu Road,Rhodespark, Lusaka.

 Tel: +260 211 257652, Fax: +260 211 257 609 Email: safaids@iconnect.zm

Website: www.safaids.net

www.safaids.netFollow us:

#BeBoldForChange
this #IWD2017

internationalwomensday.com


